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the only bond of union was a sense of indignation against
Pitt, and the want of any stimulating cause acted with
marked effect on the moral integrity and energy of Fox
and his friends. Fox was probably less to blame than the
public believed for the droll, sorry figure the Opposition cut
in the Regency debates, for the first mistakes were made
while he was still in Italy, and he at least extinguished very
promptly on his return the daring and extravagant scheme
Loughborough had prepared for the Prince of Wales. But
the most that can be said for Fox is that some of his friends
acted more unwisely, and with less regard to their public
principles than he was prepared to act, and that Pitt's
motives for proposing certain restrictions on the Regent's
powers were not much more public spirited than Fox's
motives in declaring that the heir-apparent had an inherent
right to assume the regency. The spectacle of a party, led
by such men as Fox and Burke, greedily counting on the
accession of a man like George IV. and postponing all
their great principles to a reckless championship of his
claims, is a rueful picture of the indignities to which the
weaknesses of even great men will submit, and it was not too
soon forgotten by the public. The Prince of Wales must
have had some engaging qualities to have attracted the men
who were his friends, but the association of the Whigs with
his petulant and unseemly quarrels and his profligate
demands for public money, whether it was due to the fact
that, as Mr. Meredith makes one of his characters say,
" human nature in the upper circle is particularly likable,"
or to a disposition to use the recognised political device of
borrowing, for the opposition to the Court, the secondary
glamour of the heir-apparent, was neither creditable nor
beneficent. The years that separated Pitt's triumph in 1784
from the outbreak of the French Revolution are a barren
and disappointing landscape to Fox's admirers. There was
no positive disfigurement except the Regency Debate, for the
opposition to the Irish Commercial Propositions and the
French Treaty, however mistaken, was quite consistent with
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